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Luigi Boccherini (1743-1805) Rimsky-Korsakov and other Russian composers gave 
Cello Sonata in G way to a thoroughly personal idiom which included a 

pronounced lyricism, expressive breadth, structural 
Luigi Boccherini, born in Lucca in 1743, was the ingenuity and a tonal palette of rich, distinctive 
leading cello virtuoso of his day. As Pablo Casals once orchestral colors. Vocalise is one of the best known 
recalled it “Boccherini is Mozart of the cello”, his pieces in the classical music repertoire. It was 
music is pure, heavenly beautiful and virtuosic. The published in 1912 as the last of his Fourteen Songs, 
sonatas for cello were written as a music he could Op. 34. originally written as a wordless exercise for 
display his talents when touring. The first movement singers, designed to work on a specific aspect of range 
is a simple singing movement while second is notable or technique. It proved to be an immediate favourite of 
for the vigorous military rhythms. Third movement is singers, and Rachmaninov returned to the piece, 
menuet like and is typically gracious in stile. revising it slightly, and creating a series of 

instrumental arrangements. The Vocalise proved to be 
enduringly popular and exists in hundreds of 

Gabriel Faure (1845-1924) arrangements for everything from choir and orchestra 
Apres un Revé Op 7 No 1 (1877) to saxophone quartet to solo accordion. After piano 
 cello was Rachmaninov's favourite instrument.
Gabriel Faure was a French, Camille Saint Saens's 
favorite student, was the foremost French composer of 
his generation, and his musical style influenced many David Popper (1843-1913)
20th century composers. His harmonic and melodic Hungarian Rhapsody Op. 68
language affected how harmony was later taught. 
Après un rêve is one of the best-loved songs and it is a Regarded as one of the greatest cellists of the 
great example of Fauré's genius as a melodist, and Romantic era, Czech David Popper was a celebrated 
shows his predilection for long-spun, gradually- performer and an influential teacher. He mostly 
unfolding melodies and charming, rich but rarely self- composed for his instrument, and his works, which 
indulgent harmonies. Its words are from an include concertos and salon pieces for cello and piano, 
anonymous Italian poem, translated into French, and have remained part of the cello repertoire. Graceful, 
tell of the experience of awaking from a beautiful, elegant, often demanding extreme virtuosity, Popper's 
romantic dream, only to wish one could return once music for the cello fully employs that instrument's 
more into the “mysterious night”. Cello's warm and technical and expressive resources. Hungarian 
velvet sound perfectly fits this tune. Rhapsody op. 68 is a virtuosic showpiece for cellists 

and it contains a number of Hungarian melodies and 
songs combining two main structure elements of 

Sergei Rachmaninov (1873-1943) typical gipsy improvisation.
Vocalise Op 34 No 14 (1912)

Sergei Rachmaninov was one of the finest pianists of 
his day and, as a composer, very nearly the last great 
representative of Russian late Romanticism in 
classical music. Early influences of Tchaikovsky, 
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Luigi Boccherini 

David Popper

György Ligeti

Sonata No 3 in G Major G.5
[ ]1 Largo 2:57
[ ]2 Allegro alla militare 3:24
[ ]3 Tempo di Minuetto 3:48

[ ]4 Apres un Reve 4:23

[ ]5  Vocalise 7:50

[ ]6 Hungarian Rhapsody Op 68 9:07

Sonata for Cello Solo
[ ]7 Dialogo 5:22
[ ]8 Capriccio 3:58

Sonata for Cello and Piano Op 38 in E Minor
[ ]9 Allegro non troppo 15:49

[ ]10 Allegretto quasi Menuetto 5:59
[ ]11 Allegro 6:45

Gabriel Faure

Sergei Rachmaninov

 Johannes Brahms, Sonata E minor, op.38
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Stjepan Hauser - cello He is laureate of UK's most prestigious international 
competitions and awards such as: PLG Young Artists 

“I played his CD and was knocked sideways by the Auditions 2009, J & A Beare Solo Bach Competition 
enormous emotional and expressive power of his 2009, NYOS Staffa Award 2009, Philharmonia 
playing. It was so beautiful it brought tears to my eyes Orchestra - Martin Musical Scholarship Fund 2009 & 
and nobody else had done this since I first heard 2008, Eastbourne Symphony Orchestra Young Soloist 
Jaqueline du Pré. I wondered how a 23-year-old Competition 2009 & 2007, Tunbridge Wells 
cellist could play with such maturity and humanity.”  International Young Concert Artists Competition 
“...he is the Dudamel of the cello world.” 2008 & 2006, Computers in Personnel International 

FANFARE MAGAZINE C o n c e r t o  C o m p e t i t i o n  2 0 0 8 ,    
Frankopan Fund Award 2006, 

“...Isserlis, Maisky or Du Pre. The young, MBF Music Education Award 
dynamic Croatian Stjepan Hauser 2006 & 2005. He is also prize 
certainly fits the mould.”    “Fiercly winner of world's biggest 
romantic” cello competitions and 

THE TIMES awards such as Adam 
Cello Competition in 

“Attractively fantastical” New Zealand 2009, and 
CLASSICAL MUSIC VTB Capital Prize for 

Young Cellists 2009. 
“Mesmerising Croatian” Stjepan is also double 

GUARDIAN 1st prize winner of the 
International Music 
C o m p e t i t i o n  

Still in his early twenties, Croatian “ F r a n c e s c o  
cellist Stjepan Hauser has already Forgione” in Italy 
performed in the biggest venues in 2008, 1st prize and 
Europe, as the soloist with many audience prize winner of 
major orchestras in country and “Lions Grand Prix”  
abroad. Outstanding performances International Competition 
in Croatia, Slovenia, The Netherlands, in Croatia 2003 as well as the 
Ireland, Belgium, Austria, Albania, 1st prize winner of all the 
Germany, France, Italy, Spain, Switzerland, TCM London competitions 
South Africa, New Zealand, USA and the including Vivian Joseph 
United Kingdom, with sensational debuts in C l a s s i c a l  C o n c e r t o  
Wigmore Hall, Royal Albert Hall, Competition 2007, Leonard Smith & Felicity 
Amsterdam Concertgebouw, St. Martin in Young Competition 2007, Vera Kantrovich 
the Fields, Kings Place, St John's, Smith Bach Competition 2007, and  J & A Beare 
Square and South Bank Centre bear witness Prize for Classical Concerto 2007. He was 
of his incomparable artistry. twice 1st prize winner of the national 

competitions in Croatia 2002 and 2004, Rudolf Matz 

György Ligeti (1923-2006) performances, Gansbacher would complain that he 
Sonata for solo cello (1948/1953) had had troubles to hear his cello part, for Brahms 

piano playing was far too loud. Brahms, in one of his 
György Sándor Ligeti was a composer, born in a many moments of cool, strong sense of humour, is said 
Hungarian Jewish family in Transylvania, Romania. to have answered him “lucky you”. As a contrast to his 
He briefly lived in Hungary before later becoming an second sonata for cello and piano in F major, Op 99, 
Austrian citizen. Many of his works are well known in Sonata, Op. 38 is a lyrical piece full of melancholic 
classical music circles, but to the general public, he is melodies combined with the composer's love for the 
best known for the various pieces featured in the music of Johann Sebastian Bach. One of the most 
Stanley Kubrick films 2001: A Space Odyssey, The striking features of the Sonata in E minor is the total 
Shining, and Eyes Wide Shut. absence of any so-called “slow” movement, a typical 

feature of any given sonata of the time. The sequence 
The story behind the Ligeti Cello Sonata is very of movements in this piece is that of a triad of allegro-
special. The first movement Dialogo he wrote for a related items: Allegro non troppo, Allegretto quasi 
young cellist he fell in love with, he gave it to her, but menuetto, and Allegro. Many other compositions by 
she didn't like it. It describes the dialog between male Johannes Brahms do present a slow movement, in the 
and female voice and it is very spiritual. Second forms of Adagios and Andantes. The absence of a slow 
movement Capriccio he wrote few years later inspired movement was not Brahms' first conception for this 
by Paganini Violin Capriccios and it represents a sonata. It is well documented that Brahms completed 
challenging virtuosic showpiece for cellists. four movements, one of which was an Adagio- now 

lost-. According to Max Kalbeck, Brahms' first 
biographer and intimate friend, the composer decided 

Johannes Brahms (1833-1897) to eliminate the Adagio from the final version to avoid 
Sonata for cello and piano Op. 38 in E minor the over accumulation of music. However, there are no 

documents or proof to avail this and to date it must 
Johannes Brahms was a German composer and remain as pure speculation.
pianist, one of the leading musicians and a towering 
figure of the Romantic period. Born in Hamburg, 
Brahms spent much of his professional life in Vienna, 
Austria, where he was a leader of the musical scene. In 
his lifetime, Brahms's popularity and influence were 
considerable; following a comment by the nineteenth-
century conductor Hans von Bülow, he is sometimes 
grouped with Johann Sebastian Bach and Ludwig van 
Beethoven as one of the Three Bs. Sonata for cello and 
piano in E minor was dedicated to Joseph Gansbacher, 
a cellist and a member of Brahms' circle of 
acquaintances. He used to play the sonata in E minor 
with the composer at the piano, for private soirées and 
parties. It is even recalled that once, after one of these 
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International Cello Competition 2005 as well as “New Masters on Tour” concert series, presenting 
the winner of Croatian TV Show “Dobro Jutro young artists in prestigious concert venues all over 
Hrvatska” 2008. All together Stjepan collected a total Europe.
of 21 first prizes among national and international Together with the Slovenian violinist Lana Trotovsek 
competitions and as consequence he was invited to and Japanese pianist Yoko Misumi, Stjepan is a 
perform twice on Gala concerts for H R H Prince member of renowned The Greenwich Trio described 
Charles in Buckingham Palace and St. James's Palace. by legendary cellist Bernard Greenhouse as the “New 

Beaux Arts Trio”.  These three phenomenal talents 
Stjepan is one of the very last cellist whom the great joined forces in August 2006. Their breathtaking 
Rostropovich heard during his life. As one of the last chamber music making gains the approval of 
student of Maestro Rostropovich, Stjepan played in audiences and critics.  
four concerts dedicated to him: a gala concert in The Greenwich Trio has had masterclasses 
Palazzo Vecchio in Florence (Britten Sonata); a with Amadeus Quartet, Alban Berg Quartet, Beaux 
brilliant performance of Shostakovich's Cello Arts Trio, Israel Piano Trio, Wihan Quartet and The 
Concerto No 1 with Orchestra Sinfonica del Friuli Schubert Ensemble of London. They are regular 
Venezia Giulia in Teatro Comunale “Giuseppe Verdi” guests of the most prestigious International European 
in Italy; a recital in Auditorium al Duomo, Florence in Festivals such as Sanatander Festival, Rheingau 
the Maggio Musicale Fiorentino Festival; a Music Festival, Festival Ljubljana and many others. 
performance of Kol Nidrei with Metropolitan Festivals in the UK include Rye, Chipping Campden, 
Sinfonia in a gala concert in St George's Bristol.This Cheltenham and Bath. They gave series of concerts in 
young cellist has worked with and impressed the most Royal Palaces in Spain under the organization of 
revered artists such as Mstislav Rostropovich, Patrimonio Nacional led by Her Majesty the Queen. In 
Bernard Greenhouse, Frans Helmerson, Heinrich September 2008 they performed in the opening 
Schiff,  Ralph Kirshbaum, Philippe Muller, Thomas festival at King’s Place. The Greenwich Trio have 
Demenga, Stephen Kovacevich, Ivry Gitlis, Valter collaborated with conductor Barry Wordsworth and 
Despalj, Reinhard Latzko, Young-Chang Cho, Karine international viola soloist Rivka Golani.  
Georgian, Roel Dieltiens, Hyoung-Won Chang, Silvia Barely three years after its formation, the ensemble 
Sondeckiene, Karoly Botvay, Alexander Ivashkin, aspires to be the most energetic, passionate and 
Daniel Weiss,  Rivka Golani to mention a few. He refined trio of the music world, and has already given 
completed his undergraduate studies with Natalia performances that have taken audiences by storm all 
Pavlutskaya in London and currently he is studying over the world.
with Ralph Kirshbaum as a Dorothy Stone Scholar in  
RNCM in Manchester and with Bernard Greenhouse 
in USA. In October 2006 he was the only cellist www.stjepanhauser.com
chosen to perform in the gala concert at Palazzo 
Vecchio, Florence for the late Mstislav Rostropovich, 
who was most impressed by this young artist. 
Following the success of this appearance Stjepan has 
been invited to perform at the most prestigious 
festivals in Europe. At the International Holland 
Music Sessions 2009, he was chosen to participate in  

James Piccadilly, Wigmore Hall, Kings Place, Adrian Yoko Misumi - piano
Boult Hall and Regent Hall. In master classes Yoko has 

Phenomenal talent! worked and collaborated with Stephen Kovacevich, “ ”
Dietrich Banhoeffer, Neal Larrabee, Elisabeth James Judd
Dvorak-Weissmar, Bernard Greenhouse, Ralph 

She's achieved something extraordinary: she plays Kirshbaum, Rivka Golani, Daniel Hoxter, William “
the piano like a string player Aide, Norma Fischer and Dmitri Alexeev, among ”

others.Bachtrack

“Phenomenal!”
Bernard Greenhouse

Born in Kyoto to a musical family, 
Yoko started very early her piano 
lessons, showing at a very tender 
age  he r  i nna t e  t a l en t  and  
musicianship. At age 14 she was 
already a prize-winner and would 
receive the Second Prize in the 
p r e s t i g i o u s  K y o t o  P i a n o  
Competition. After graduating from 
Kyoto Music High School, she was 
prompted to move to London to 
continue her development at Trinity 
College of Music under the Russian 
Master Nina Sereda, and later two 
Postgraduate Diplomas awarded 
with distinction with the guidance of 
the internationally acclaimed soloist 
Martino Tirimo.

Yoko has appeared as a soloist with 
t h e  w o r l d  m o s t  r e n o w n e d  
conductors such as James Judd and Barry Wordsworth. 
Yoko has performed all around Japan, New Zealand, 
USA and Europe, with particular predilection to Spain, 
Germany, Portugal, London, Italy, Croatia and 
Slovenia, both as a soloist and a chamber musician. 
She has appeared in such prestigious venues as Kyoto 
Concert Hall (Japan), St. Martin-in-the-Fields, St. 

She is the recipient of the First Prize of the John 
Longmire Beethoven Competition, Second Prize of 
the Beethoven Piano Society of Europe Intercollegiate 

Piano Competition 2005, being also 
the winner of the Elizabeth 
Schumann Lieder competition 
2006, the Leonard Smith & Felicity 
Young Duo Competition 2007 with 
cellist Stjepan Hauser. Most 
recently she won the 2008 Alfred 
Kitchin Piano Competition. She is 
also a holder of Leverhulme 
Scholar, and was awarded numeral 
prizes such as Friends in New York 
Prize, Edgar Comley Prize for 
exce l lence  2008  and  TCM 
Founders' Prize. Prize for musical 
accomplishments.

Yoko is a member of The Greenwich 
Trio, described by legendary cellist 
Bernard Greenhouse as the “New 
Beaux Arts Trio”. 

www.yokomisumi.com
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the piano like a string player Aide, Norma Fischer and Dmitri Alexeev, among ”

others.Bachtrack

“Phenomenal!”
Bernard Greenhouse

Born in Kyoto to a musical family, 
Yoko started very early her piano 
lessons, showing at a very tender 
age  he r  i nna t e  t a l en t  and  
musicianship. At age 14 she was 
already a prize-winner and would 
receive the Second Prize in the 
p r e s t i g i o u s  K y o t o  P i a n o  
Competition. After graduating from 
Kyoto Music High School, she was 
prompted to move to London to 
continue her development at Trinity 
College of Music under the Russian 
Master Nina Sereda, and later two 
Postgraduate Diplomas awarded 
with distinction with the guidance of 
the internationally acclaimed soloist 
Martino Tirimo.

Yoko has appeared as a soloist with 
t h e  w o r l d  m o s t  r e n o w n e d  
conductors such as James Judd and Barry Wordsworth. 
Yoko has performed all around Japan, New Zealand, 
USA and Europe, with particular predilection to Spain, 
Germany, Portugal, London, Italy, Croatia and 
Slovenia, both as a soloist and a chamber musician. 
She has appeared in such prestigious venues as Kyoto 
Concert Hall (Japan), St. Martin-in-the-Fields, St. 

She is the recipient of the First Prize of the John 
Longmire Beethoven Competition, Second Prize of 
the Beethoven Piano Society of Europe Intercollegiate 

Piano Competition 2005, being also 
the winner of the Elizabeth 
Schumann Lieder competition 
2006, the Leonard Smith & Felicity 
Young Duo Competition 2007 with 
cellist Stjepan Hauser. Most 
recently she won the 2008 Alfred 
Kitchin Piano Competition. She is 
also a holder of Leverhulme 
Scholar, and was awarded numeral 
prizes such as Friends in New York 
Prize, Edgar Comley Prize for 
exce l lence  2008  and  TCM 
Founders' Prize. Prize for musical 
accomplishments.

Yoko is a member of The Greenwich 
Trio, described by legendary cellist 
Bernard Greenhouse as the “New 
Beaux Arts Trio”. 

www.yokomisumi.com
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David Popper

György Ligeti

Sonata No 3 in G Major G.5
[ ]1 Largo 2:57
[ ]2 Allegro alla militare 3:24
[ ]3 Tempo di Minuetto 3:48

[ ]4 Apres un Reve 4:23

[ ]5  Vocalise 7:50

[ ]6 Hungarian Rhapsody Op 68 9:07

Sonata for Cello Solo
[ ]7 Dialogo 5:22
[ ]8 Capriccio 3:58

Sonata for Cello and Piano Op 38 in E Minor
[ ]9 Allegro non troppo 15:49

[ ]10 Allegretto quasi Menuetto 5:59
[ ]11 Allegro 6:45

Gabriel Faure

Sergei Rachmaninov

 Johannes Brahms, Sonata E minor, op.38
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