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Frederic Chopin (1810 - 49)    24 Preludes  0, 28

Chopin was throughout his life a great lover of J.S. Bach's music, which 
had creative repercussions on his own, particularly the Op. 10 and 
Op. 25 studies and these Preludes, which were composed between 1836 
and 1839. They resemble Bach in as much as one type of figuration 
dominates each of these pieces, which, like Bach's 48 Preludes and 
Fugues, are in every key. Chopin's sequence goes through the cycle of 
fifths with each major key piece followed by one in its relative minor, 
rather than ascending by semitones as Bach does. The longer preludes 
such as No. 15 in Db major (the "Raindrop" Prelude, which has a 
repeated quaver Ab/G+ through the whole piece), the etude-like No. 16 
in Bb minor and the gondoliera-like No. 17 in Ab major, occur just after 
the middle of the set; likewise the passionate No. 8 in F+ minor, and the 
fierce No. 12 in G+ minor, come just before the middle; the shorter 
pieces occurring more at the beginning and end, although the D minor 
(No. 24) makes a dramatic conclusion to the whole set.

Ferruccio Busoni (1866 - 1924)   10 Variations on a Prelude by 
Chopin (1922)

In 1884 Busoni composed a set of Variations and Fugue on Chopin's C 
minor Prelude Op. 28 No. 20; in 1922 he completely revised it, omitting 
and re-recording some of the original variations and writing some 
completely new ones, prefacing the work with 4 mysterious introductory 
bars. The new finale contains only a suggestion of a fugue, later turning 
to a section marked "Hommage a Chopin", reminiscent of Chopin's 
"Minute Waltz". Other alterations to the first version include thinning out 
of the texture, sudden changes of key, and continuity of development 
between variations.

Federico Mompou (1893 - 1987)      Variations on a theme by 
Chopin

Mompou was a Catalan. He said of himself, "I am a man of few words 
and a musician of few notes........ I wish that it (music) should seem to 
come out of the shadows so to return to the shadows again. I find myself 
forced to find new forms; I believe that my music will never fit in a 
perfect world. "His work consists largely of miniatures for piano; this 
work however, is one of his longer pieces and was composed
intermittently between 1938 and 1957. The theme is Chopin's A major 
Prelude Op. 28 No. 7. There are 12 variations, the last entitled Galop, is 
followed by an Epilogue. Var. 10 "Evocation" refers briefly to Chopin's 
Fantasy - Impromptu.

photography and design by Yoko Terashita (www.yokomedia.com)
text by Anthony Green, calligraphy by Frederic Marns
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Kaoru Bingham was born in Utsunomiya, Japan and studied piano there
with Junko Saito. At the age of eleven she won first prize in the 
'Arts Festival' of Japan.
In 1985 she graduated from Trinity College of Music, London, having been
awarded all the piano prizes. Her teachers included Alfred Kitchin,
John Bingham and Myers Foggin and, in Amsterdam, Jan Wijn. She was 
Professor of Piano at Trinity College from 1991 until 2001. Her career as
a concert pianist has included tours in Europe and East Asia which have
received consistent critical acclaim.
Kaoru Bingham's repertoire covers a full spectrum of works from Baroque 
times through to the present day. Her recordings for Meridian Records 
include Liszt Transcriptions and the complete Mazurkas of Szymanowski.
In February 1997, Classic FM Magazine chose her Szymanowski Mazurukas
as their 'Critic's Choice' (Robert Layton)
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Recorded by Richard Hughes
Producer Jack Taylor 

Assistant engineer Alex Gettinby
Editing by Susanne Hughes 

Photography and booklet design by  
Yoko Terashita (www.yokomedia.com)

Text by Anthony Green
Calligraphy by Frederic Marns
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Federico Mompou

[ ]26 Thème, Andantino 0:37
[ ]27 Tranquillo e molto amabile 0:39
[ ]28 Gracioso 0:45
[ ]29 Lento 0:51
[ ]30 Espressivo 1:21
[ ]31 Tempo di Mazurka 1:11
[ ]32 Recitativo 1:21
[ ]33 Allegro leggiero 0:42
[ ]34 Andante dolce e espressivo 2:20
[ ]35 Valse 2:35
[ ]36 Evocation 1:33
[ ]37 Lento dolce e legato 2:04
[ ]38 Galope y Epílogo 1:54
[ ]39 Lento 1:20

Variations on a theme of Chopin

Chopin - Busoni - Mompou

KAORU BINGHAM - PIANO

Ferruccio Busoni
[ ]1  12: 58

Frederic Chopin, 24 Préludes Opus 28
[ ]2 Prélude No.1, Agitato 0:38
[ ]3 Prélude No.2, Lento 2:11
[ ]4 Prélude No.3, Vivace 0:56
[ ]5 Prélude No.4, Largo 2:07
[ ]6 Prélude No.5, Allegro molto 0:38
[ ]7 Prélude No.6, Lento assai 1:52
[ ]8 Prélude No.7, Andantino 0:37
[ ]9 Prélude No.8, Molto agitato 1:49
[ ]10 Prélude No.9, Largo 1:56
[ ]11 Prélude No.10, Allegro molto 0:27
[ ]12 Prélude No.11, Vivace 0:39
[ ]13 Prélude No.12, Presto 1:09
[ ]14 Prélude No.13, Lento 3:14
[ ]15 Prélude No.14, Allegro 0:32
[ ]16 Prélude No.15, Sostenuto 4:58
[ ]17 Prélude No.16, Presto con fuoco 1:06
[ ]18 Prélude No.17, Allegretto 3:00
[ ]19 Prélude No.18, Allegro molto 0:49
[ ]20 Prélude No.19, Vivace 1:28
[ ]21 Prélude No.20, Largo 1:49
[ ]22 Prélude No.21, Cantabile 1:56
[ ]23 Prélude No.22, Molto agitato 0:42
[ ]24 Prélude No.23, Moderato 1:04
[ ]25 Prélude No.24, Allegro appassionato  2:49

Ten variations on a Chopin prelude


